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ROYAL  ONTARIO  MUSEUM  OF  ARCHAEOLOGY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  TO  THE  BOARD 
July  1951  -  June  1952 
A 


Exhibition  Programme 


1*  Work  in  the  Galleries 


The  most  far-reaching  change  in  the  galleries 
during  this  year  has  been  in  the  display  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  collection*  The  gallery  in  which  the  Sigmund 
Samuel  Collection  used  to  be  exhibited  was  reopened  in 
a  new  and  changed  form.  The  room  from  5t.  Jean  Port 
Joli  was  taken  down  and  replaced  at  the  southern  end 
of  this  gallery,  with  special  window  lighting,  and  the 
contents  were  altered  and  rearranged.  The  remainder 
of  the  gallery  is  now  occupied  by  a  display  of  French- 
Canadian  furniture,  wood  earning  and  silver,  of  which 
the  Museum  now  has  an  important  collection.  The  Ont¬ 
ario  furniture  has  been  established  in  a  more  permanent 
form,  and  next  to  it  is  a  new  display  of  the  McCrea 
Ontario  Pioneer  Models.  These  were  rearranged  during 
the  year,  largely  by  the  Division  of  Education. 

An  entire  reorganisation  of  the  Mexico  Gallery 
was  completed  by  Mr,  Kidd  and  Mrs.  Dorothy  Hoover.  The 
exhibits  are  now  arranged  according  to  cultures. 

A  number  of  changes  on  a  smaller  scale  have  also 
taken  place.  In  the  Chinese  galleries  the  two  sets  of 
Wei  figurines  of  A.D.  525  were  removed  from  their  cases 
for  several  months  for  cataloguing  and  study.  They 
have  now  been  replaced,  after  technical  examination  and 
treatment  where  necessary.  There  have  also  been  minor 
changes  in  arrangement  within  this  gallerjr.  In  the  first 
Egyptian  gallery  Miss  Hahn's  model  of  the  Sahure  pyramid, 
referred  to  in  last  year’s  Report,  involved  a  rearrange¬ 
ment  of  other  material,  especially  the  prehistoric  flint 
implements.  These  were  arranged  by  Miss  Ruttiman  to 
illustrate  the  typical  forms  of  neolothic  flints  from 
the  Fayum;  a  collection  of  Predynastic  flints  illustrat¬ 
ing  technique;  and  a  series  showing  functions  and  uses. 
Elsewhere  in  this  Department  the  central  cases  in  the  West 
Asia  Gallery  have  been  rearranged,  the  description  of  the 
Hatshepsut  Temple  rewritten,  and  a  classification  of 
Shawabti  figures  begun. 

In  the  Textile  Department  the  Harry  Wearne 
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Collection  of  painted  and  printed  textiles  and  the 
Chinese  rohe  and  textile  collections  are  rotated  per¬ 
iodically  to  show  as  much  as  possible  of  each  during 
the  year*  This  process  also  takes  place  elsewhere  in 
this  and  other  departments.  I  mention  this  example  by 
name  because  it  probably  involves  most  preparation  and 
mounting,  not  because  rotation  is  confined  to  it. 

Labels,  diagrams,  photographs  and  maps  have  been 
added  in  various  galleries  where  the  display  seemed  to 
need  it, 

2,  Storage 

The  old  Japanese  Print  Gallery  has,  as  previously 
reported,  been  set  aside  for  use  as  a  Study-Storage 
room.  During  this  year,  however,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  use  it  for  a  number  of  other  purposes,  which  have 
impeded  that  for  which  it  was  intended.  Two  large 
groups  of  objects,  one  for  display  in  our  own  galleries, 
and  one  for  an  outside  loan,  had  to  be  gathered,  listed 
and  arranged  there,  and  photography  of  these  and  other 
exhibits  had  also  to  be  done  there.  I  mention  this 
largely  as  an  example  of  what  happens  when  any  room  is 
cleared  of  exhibits;  the  Museum  is  so  short  of  space 
that  such  a  room  instantly  suffers  an  overflow  from 
elsewhere,  and  the  difficulty  of  clearing  this  out  to 
keep  the  room  for  the  intended  purpose  is  as  great  or 
greater  than  at  first. 

In  the  South  West  Gallery  on  the  Ground  Floor  the 
extension  of  the  space  closed  off  for  storage  and  study 
is  nearing  completion.  When  in  use  it  will  be  of  great 
value  to  the  Department  of  Ethnology. 

The  Museum  is  still  storing  objects  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  Holwood  House.  It  is  not  clear  how  long  it  can 
continue  to  do  so. 

3.  Special  Exhibitions 

I  said  in  my  Report  for  1950-51  that  the  then 
existing  policy  of  changing  Special  Exhibitions  about 
every  two  months  was  proving  too  great  a  drain  on  the 
time  of  our  small  staff.  The  proposal  I  then  made  has 
been  tried  out  during  this  year,  and  I  think  has  prov¬ 
ed  a  success.  The  Special  Exhibitions  have  been 

European  Decorative  Porcelain;  the  Summer 
Exhibition  for  1951. 

Ontario  Archaeology;  Recent  Excavations.  This 
was  an  exhibition  of  some  results  of  archae¬ 
ological  work  done  in  the  province  during  the 
last  seven  years.  It  was  devoted  mainly  to 
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the  Iroquois  and- late , cultures . 

Pleads  Up;  this  was  an  exhibition  of  hats  and 
headdresses,  mounted  in  January  1952;  It 
contained  objects  from  almost  ever2^  Depart¬ 
ment  in  this  Museum;  birds  of  which  the 
feathers  are  used  in  millinery  were  lent  by 
the  Museum  of  Zoology,  These  included  the 
centrepiece,  an  impressive  group  of  two 
ostriches.  The  show  attracted  a  great  deal 
of  attention  in  the  local  papers,  radio  pro¬ 
grammes  and  (as  an  Easter  feature)  the  week¬ 
end  magazine  of  the  Montreal  Standard.  The 
Associated  Screen  News  took  a  special  film  of 
a  number  of  the  exhibits  in  it;  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  this  was  done  by  the  New  York  office, 
and  so  far  as  I  know,  excluded  Toronto. 

Modern  Pottery;  America,  England  and  Denmark. 
This  is  the  Summer  Exhibition  for  1952,  and 
is  intended  as  the  first  of  at  least  two, 
perhaps  a  series,  of  such  exhibitions.  We 
have  concentrated  this  year  on  countries 
other  than  Canada.  Next  year  and  in  future 
we  shall  pay  more,  or  exclusive,  attention  to 
Canadian  potters. 

The  "Object  of  the  Month"  policy  has  been  in 
operation  since  Christmas  1951.  The  following  objects 
have  been  shown 

Wooden  figure  of  the  Virgin  and  Child,  French, 
about  1500. 

Yen  Lo;  polychrome  pottery  figure,  Chinese, 

Ming, 

Painted  figure  of  Hathor,  Egyptian,  about 
1900  B.C. 

Black  Figure  Greek  vase,  about  540  B.C. 

English  embroidery,  late  18th  century. 

Ekoi  mask  from  southeastern  Nigeria. 

"Dangers  Averted"  gold  medal,  English, 
about  1590. 

There  is  one  special  feature  about  a  list  such 
as  this,  to  which  I  draw  the  Board* s  attention;  that 
is,  the  enormous  scope  in  time,  place  and  different 
cultures  covered  by  our  collections,  and  the  value  and 
importance  of  an  institution  which  contains  them  all. 

Two  other  exhibitions  were  specially  arranged 
during  the  year.  The  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Canadian 
Painter-Etchers  and  Engravers  was  held  during  March 
1952.  A  special  16th  century  Exhibition  was  arranged 
in  connection  with  the  Shakespeare  Festival  taking 
place  in  Trinity  College  during  June. 
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4.  Loans 


a*  Objects  lent  to  the  Museum 

T?xtile  Department.  An  English  costume  made  of 
Indian  painted  cotton  and  one  of  white  silk 
damask,  both  of  about  1770-80,  and  a  quilted 
jacket  of  about  1750.  Lent  by  Mrs.  John 
Neill  Malcolm. 

Canadian  Collections.  Five  pieces  of  Canadian 
silver.  Lent  by  Miss  Jehanne  Baby,  Montreal. 

Two  early  Canadian  armchairs  and  a  French 
Regency  armchair.  Lent  by  Mrs.  F.  Curzon 
Dobell,  Mon  t  re  al . 

Modern  European  Department.  A  Wedgwood  copy  of 
the  Portland  Vase,  being  § 22  of  the  original 
series,  and  a  Pilgrim  Bottle  of  Bottger's 
brown  stoneware,  made  at  Meissen  about  1708. 

Lent  by  Messrs.  Mottahedeh  &  Sons,  New  York. 

A  Bdttger  chocolate  set  of  glazed  brown 
stoneware  and  six  other  examples  of  German 
porcelain.  Lent  by  Mrs,  J.  C-.  Dorn,  New  Toronto. 
83  pieces  of  Chinese  Export  porcelain.  Lent 
by  the  Winfield  Foundation,  Boston. 

An  accredited  Wrterford  glass  bowl.  Lent  by 
the  Director. 

b.  Objects  lent  by  the  Museum 

Far  Eastern  Department,  80  Chinese  objects, 
lent  for  an  exhibition  at  the  Willistead  Art 
Gallery,  Windsor,  Ontario,  February  26th  to 
April  15th,  1952,  These  were  specially 
chosen  from  the  Chinese  collection  to  form  the 
background  for  a  series  of  lectures  arranged 
by  the  rTillistoad  Art  Gallery. 

25  Ming  objects,  lent  to  the  Detroit  Institute 
of  Arts  for  the  Exhibition  :;The  Arts  of  the 
Ming  Dynasty::,  April  22nd  to  June  21st,  1952, 

Modern  European  Department 

Modern  copy  of  the  Greek  Head  of  Menander, 

Lent  to  Princeton  University  for  an  exhibition 
;7The  Ancient  Theatre u  in  December  1951. 

Greek  and  Roman  Department 

Bronze  Dikast's  tablet.  Lent  to  the  Smithson¬ 
ian  Institution  at  Washington  for  an  exhibition 
on  the  development  of  Democracy,  which  opened 
in  May  1952. 

Egyptian  Department.  Egyptian  material  has  boon 
selected  for  loan  to  McMaster  University  and 
to  the  University  of  Alberta,  About  thirty 
to  thirty-five  disposable  objects  of  general 
archaeological  interest  arc  contained  in  each 
group. 
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ethnology  Department.  A  small  group  of  Eskimo 
objects,  lent  to  Florida  State  University  for 
a  temporary  exhibition  in  December  1951* 

5.  Disposals  and  Exchanges 

Two  large  pieces  of  T'zu-chou  pottery  were  ex¬ 
changed  with  the  Montreal  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  for  a 
pair  of  Ming  IC’ossu  chair  covers.  The  two  pots  exch¬ 
anged  were  duplicates  in  type  and  almost  in  design  of 
several  others  in  our  collections. 

Authority  was  granted  by  the  Board,  when  Lord 
Kitchener’s  agreement  has  been  received,  to  dispose  of 
a  number  of  unwanted  objects  in  the  Mitchener  Collec¬ 
tion.  This  was  done  during  June,  1952. 

B 

Staff  of  the  Museum 


1.  Changes  and  Appointments 

Far  Eastern  Department.  Mr.  Sutherland fs 

appointment  was  announced  in  my  last  Report, 
and  he  has  been  acting  as  Assistant  in  the 
Department  since  July  1951,  He  has  taken 
over  a  large  part  of  Miss  Fernald’s  duties 
with  visitors  of  all  kinds,  and  a  certain 
amount  of  the  lecturing  and  informal  speaking 
which  she  has  done. 

Near  Eastern  Department.  Miss  Ruttiman  is 

resigning  just  after  the  end  of  this  financial 
year.  She  will  be  replaced  by  Miss  Helen 
Dewan,  one  of  this  year’s  Art  &  Archaeology 
graduates  in  the  University. 

Dr.  Borowski’s  extended  Fellowship  expired  on 
October  31st,  1951. 

Greek  and  Roman  Department.  The  resignation  of 
Mss'  Joan  Hay  on  her  marriage  early  in  1951 
had  left  this  Department  without  an  Assistant. 
It  was  obliged  to  remain  in  this  state  for  a 
large  part  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  finding  an  applicant  who  would  come 
at  the  salary  the  Museum  could  pay,  and  who  had 
the  qualifications  the  Museum  needed.  A  temp¬ 
orary  appointment  was  made  in  February  1952  of 
Mrs.  Andrea  Nagy. 

Chief  Cataloguer’s  Department.  Miss  Anne 

McCart  is  resigning  at  the  end  of  June,  1952. 
She  will  be  replaced  by  Miss  Helen  McNicol, 
also  a  1952  Art  &  Archaeology  graduate. 


2.  Research  and  Special  Work  of  the  Staff 


Mr.  K.  E.  Kidd  has  been  absent  for  the  last  nine 
months  on  the  Guggenheim  Fellowship  I  reported  last 
year*  Hisssubject  is  European  Trade  Goods  in  America, 
and  ho  has  confined  his  research  during  this  year  to 
New  England  and  the  eastern  States, 

Miss  Fernald  has  been  working  on  the  groups  of 
Wei  figurines  referred  to  above.  Her  work  on  them, 
which  had  been  held  up  by  the  lack  of  necessary  books 
in  Toronto,  is  now  indefinitely  postponed,  T.ie  Museum 
has  received  a  most  generous  grant  of  ^15,000.00  from 
the  J.  P.  Bickell  Foundation  for  the  publication  of  a 
history  of  Chinese  Art  and  Catalogue  of  the  Museum's 
Collection;  Miss  Fernald ’s  attention  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  this.  Mr,  R.  W.  Finlayson  was  the  prime 
mover  in  the  Museum’s  receiving  this  gift.  I  hope  that 
this  grant  will  at  last  enable  us  to  publish  a  really 
adequate  and  adequately  illustrated  book  on  the  Chinese 
collection. 

The  cataloguing  and  research  on  the  objects  in 
the  Near  Eastern  collection  has  reached  a  point  where 
the  ultimate  publication  of  a  handbook  can  be  consi¬ 
dered.  A  number  of  detailed  studies  were  completed 
during  this  year.  Besides  Miss  Ruttiman’s  work  on  the 
flints,  they  include  studies  by  the  Curator  on  the 
inscribed  Middle  Kingdom  scalloped  battle  axe,  the 
statuette  of  3en-ankh-wer ,  and  the  coffin  of  Ta-sherytt 
Hathor. 


Mr.  Harper  has  continued  his  work  on  the  ancient 
glass  collection.  Background  material  has  been  collec¬ 
ted  in  preparation  for  a  general  catalogue  of  it,  and 
some  of  the  necessary  research  has  been  completed.  Ho 
has  also  worked  on  a  Cornelius  Krieghoff  sketchbook 
acquired  by  Dr.  Samuel  during  the  year. 

Mss  Anno  McCart  made  a  study  of  the  Portland 
Vase  and  Josiah  Wedgwood's  copies  of  it.  This  was 
centred  round  the  copy,  one  of  the  original  set,  lent 
to  the  Museum  by  Messrs.  Mottahedeh  &  Sons,  New  York. 

Miss  Vera  Clark  has  continued  the  work  reported 
last  year  on  the  identification  of  fibres  and  weaves. 
This  has  been  somewhat  held  up  by  special  exhibition 
work  referred  to  above,  and  it  is  hoped  to  continue  it 
soon.  Requests  for  results  are  coming  in  from  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Miss  Clark  has  also  begun 
another  project  of  research  on  the  identification  of 
impressions  found  on  pottery  sherds.  This  began  with 
those  found  at  the  Washburn  Island  excavation.  Her 
report  on  this  work  is  as  follows: 
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WThe  majority  appear  to  be  a  basketry  technique. 
Some  show  netting  with  a  basket-like  collar,  but  to 
date  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  a  woven  textile; 
however,  some  intricate  basketry  stitches  have  shown  up 
in  the  impressions.  Just  how  these  pottery  pieces  were 
impressed  is  under  discussion.  It  is  possible  that  a 
collar  of  basketry  may  have  been  used;  that  the  clay 
pot  may  have  been  pressed  into  a  woven  basket  (which 
seems  a  most  wasteful  procedure  since  the  pot  is  later 
subject  to  the  intense  heat  of  firing)  or  that  a  frag¬ 
ment  of  basketry  may  have  been  held  in  the  hand  and 
pressed  against  the  outside  of  the  vessel  while  it 
was  still  pliable.  Two  well-known  weavers  could  find 
no  evidence  of  textile  impressions  in  the  sherds 
which  they  examined.  An  authority  on  basketry  iden¬ 
tified  some  Impressions  as  basketry  technique. 

Among  the  sherds  examined  there  was  evidence  of 
duplication  and  variation  of  basketry  techniques. 

Some  of  the  latter  were  reproduced,  and  impressions 
taken  from  them  to  be  compared  with  the  original  sherd 
impressions . 

This  promises  to  be  an  interesting  research 
project.  If  further  work  can  be  undertaken  on  material 
from  other  sites  it  may  be  possible  to  produce  con¬ 
clusive  evidence  on  the  method  and  materials  employed 
in  this  form  of  pottery  decoration" . 

3,  Publications 


The  Museum's  publication  grant  is  extremely 
small,  and  I  have  been  gradually  coming  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  most  profitable  way  to  use  it  is  in 
a  regular  series  of  Bulletin  publications.  We  have 
therefore  begun  what  I  hope  will  be  the  regular 
publication  of  two  Bulletins  yearly.  Nos.  17  and  18 
appeared  during  the  year  covered  by  this  Report. 

Their  contents  are  as  follows: 

No,  17  A  Madonna  and  Child  from  a  Salamancan  Tomb, 
by  J.  R.  Harper. 

Plastic  Clay,  by  William  Todd. 

The  Harry  Wearne  Collection  of  Painted  and 
Printed  Textiles  -  Part  I,  by  K.  B.  Brett. 

A  Model  of  the  Pyramid  of  Sahure ,  by 
Winifred  Needier. 

Two  Renaissance  Testoons,  by  F.  H.  Armstrong. 

A  Chinese  Carved  Stone  Slab  called  a 
"Mortuary  Bed",  by  H.  E.  Fornald. 

No.  18  In  Memo ri am:  Mrs.  H,  D.  Warren,  by  the  Director. 

The  Sigmund  Samuel  Collection,  by  F*  St,G, 
Spendlove . 
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Chinese  Buddhist  Sculpture,  by  H„  E,  Fernald 
A  Statuette  of  the  Egyptian  Sixth  Dynasty, 
about  2400  B.C.,  by  Winifred  Needier, 

The  Harry  Wearne  Collection  of  Painted  and 
Printed  Textiles  -  Part  II,  by  K.  B,  Brett. 
The  Plate  Money  of  Sweden,  by  F,  H,  Armstrong, 
Iron  Armatures  and  Supports  in  Chinese  Grave 
Figurines,  by  William  Todd, 

Two  English  Quilts,  by  E,  Burt-Gerrans , 

The  Museum  was  also  able  to  publish  "The  Chair 
in  China"  by  Louise  Hawley  Stone,  This  was  based  on  a 
thesis  presented  for  the  degree  of  M.A,  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  East  Asiatic  Studies  at  the  University.  It 
describes,  discusses  and  illustrates  a  number  of 
objects  in  the  Museum’s  Chinese  collection. 

The  following  other  publications  were  made: 

H.  E,  Fcrnal-d,  VA  Stone  Mortuary  Bed  of  about 
A.D.  550-570" ,  The  ,*rt  Quarterly,  Vol,  XIV, 
358f. 

H.  E.  Fernald,  "Chinese  Mortuary  Pillows  in  the 
Royal  Ontario  Museum  of  Archaeology",  Far 
Eastern  Ceramic  Bulletin,  Vol.  IV,  If. 

K.  E.  Kidd,  Indians  of  Long  Ago,  with  illus¬ 
trations  by  Miss  Sylvia  Hahn,  Longmans 
Green  &  Co.,  Toronto. 

T.  F.  Kcllwraith,  Bibliography,  "Ethnology, 
Anthropology  and  Archaeology",  Canadian 
Historical  Review,  vol.  33,  1952,  20±106r. , 

T.  F.  :  cllwraith,  The  Importance  of  Prestige 
Values  in  the  Domestication  of  Animals 
and  the  Cultivation  of  Plants,  Transactions 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada,  vol.  45, 
Series  All,  1951,  Section  2,  35-41. 


4,  Lectures 


Members  of  the  Museum  staff  have  given  lectures 
in  the  four  University  Departments  of  Art  &  Archae¬ 
ology,  East  Asiatic  Studies,  Anthropology  and  Home 
Economics.  Many  Departments  have  cooperated  in  lec¬ 
tures  given  in  the  University  Department  of  Extension, 
to  the  Ryerson  Institute  of  Technology,  and  to  other 
groups . 


A  series  of  lectures  was  given  to  the  Canadian 
Guild  of  Potters  by  Mss  Roberta  Caldwell  of  the 
Department  of  Ethnology.  It  included  special  talks 
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by  Mr.  Todd  and  Mr*  Gooding  on  the  preservation  and 
restoration  of  pottery.  Special  lectures  on  the 
exhibition  "Heads  Up"  were  given  by  members  of  the 
Textile  Department  to  two  adult  groups. 

In  addition  to  the  adult  groups  referred  to 
above,  lectures  were  given  by  Members  of  the  Staff 
to  school  groups  visiting  their  galleries.  These 
included  all  school  grades  from  5  to  11*  Miss 
Ruttiman  acted  as  Special  adviser  to  the  children’s 
Saturday  Morning  Club,  which  was  studying  Egyptian 
material. 

The  Museum  galleries  and  Study  Rooms  have  been 
used  extensively  this  year  by  the  Ontario  College 
of  Art  and  the  Technical  Schools,  At  the  time  of 
writing,  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  Ontario  College 
of  Art,  because  of  its  move  to  Glendon  Hall  and 
for  other  reasons,  will  continue  to  do  so. 

5,  Visitors  to  the  Museum 


The  Far  Eastern  Department  has  again  kept  a 
check  on  its  vi-itors,  which  is  interesting  enough 
to  mention  here  in  detail.  There  were  31  groups 
visiting  the  galleries,  varying  from  two  to  thirty- 
five  people;  these  all  recuiredr to  be  escorted. 

There  were  32  visiting  scholars'^  eight  of  them 
staff  members  of  other  Museums,  and  other  distin¬ 
guished  visitors.  Seventy-nine  objects  or  groups 
of  objects  were  brought  to  the  Department  and  seen 
there;  eight  trips  were  made  from  the  Museum  to 
examine  objects,  one  of  them  to  Brampton,  to  the 
Meier  Collection. 

All  the  other  Departments  report  similar 
groups  and  individual  visitors;  the  questions  about 
our  activities  and  collections' are  indeed  constant, 
and  many  of  them  involve  research  and  reference  to 
give  a  full  answer.  In  the  Ethnology  Department 
Miss  Caldwell  has  been  attempting  to  meet  a  part  of 
them  by  preparing  a  file  of  bibliographies  and 
general  information  on  the  more  frequently  requested 
subjects . 

The  Greek  and  Roman  Department  was  host  to 
the  Classical  Association  of  the  Middle  West  and 
South  in  April  1952. 

6,  Activities  outside  the  Museum 

T'"o  Director  attended  the  Annual  Conference 
of  the  Canadian  Museums  Association  in  Ottawa  in 
October  1951,  and  was  elected  President  of  the 
Association  for  two  years. 
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Mr.  Todd,  Miss  Caldwell  and  Miss  Stirling 
attended  the  annual  conference  of  the  American  Assoc¬ 
iation  of  Museums  at  Minneapolis  in  May  1952. 

Mi-s  Fernald  and  Mr.  Sutherland  attended  the 
conference  of  the  Far  Eastern  Association  in  Boston 
in  April  1952.  Miss  Fernald  acted  as  Chairman  of  t 
the  session  on  Art  &  Archaeology  of  April  2nd,  She 
and  Mr.  Sutherland  read  papers  at  this  conference, 

Mr,  Sutherland  on  "A  Carved  Red  Lacquer  Box  of  Early 
Ming  in  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum  of  Archaeology"; 

Miss  Fernald  (addressing  the  American  Oriental 
Society  who  were  meeting  in  joint  session  with  the 
Far  Eastern  Association)  on  "Chinese  Art  and  the 
Wu-Sun  Horse"* 


Professor  T,  F ,  Mcllwraith  has  served  on  the 
Canadian  Social  Science  Research  Council,  and 
attended  meetings  both  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada 
and  of  the  American  Anthropological  Association* 

Miss  Needier  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Oriental  Society  in  April  1952,  and  read  a 
paper  on  "An  Egyptian  Draft  Board,  probably  19th 
Dynasty".  During  her  absence  on  this  occasion  she 
visited  Museums  and  dealers  in  New  York  and  Boston. 
Sho  also  paid  a  visit  to  Egyptian  collections  in 
England,  France  and  Holland  in  June,  1952. 

Mr.  Spendlove  attended  one  of  the  sessions  at 
Colonial  Williamsburg  in  February  1952,  and  gave  a 
lecture  on  "English  delft". 

7.  Excavations 

As  I  reported  last  year,  a  sum  was  made 
available  to  the  Museum  from  the  Provincial  Govern¬ 
ment’s  Special  Grant  for  archaeological  work.  A 
small  excavation  was  carried  out  in  July  1951  at  a 
Point  Peninsula  Indian  site  on  Washburn  Island  on 
Lake  ocugog.  It  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 

Kidd  and  Mr.  Harper.  The  report  is  approaching  its 
final  stages. 

Plans  are  on  foot  for  work  this  summer  on 
one  or  more  of  the  numerous  sites  on  the  north  side 
of  Rice  Lake.  The  most  spectacular  of  these  is  the 
Serpent  Mound  near  Keene.  This  will  be  a  very  large 
undertaking,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  beginning  may  be 
mode  on  it  this  year. 

8.  Ontario  Textile  Research 


Field  trips  for  this  research  between  October 
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1951  and  May  1952  were  mainly  to  Essex  County  and  to 
the  Kitchener  district*  The  variety  of  the  textiles 
found  in  Essex  C  unty  was  probable  the  most  striking 
feature  of  it*  The  Kitchener  district  still  has  a 
large  settlement  of  families  of  German  extraction. 

In  this  it  resembles  the  Niagara  Peninsula,  and 
similar  tTrpes  of  weaving  and  embroidery  were  found 
there* 


I  would  like  to  draw  the  Board1 s  special 
attention  to  the  great  problems  facing  us  in  carry¬ 
ing  on  this  very  rewarding  field  work,  particularly 
those  of  finance  and  transportation.  The  Museum 
has  no  transport,  and  is  largely  or  entirely  depend¬ 
ent  on  local  interest  and  help;  decisions  on  tho 
districts  to  be  covered  are  thus  necessarily  depend¬ 
ent  on  transportation  possibilities,  and  research  is 
patchy,  when  it  should  be  systematic.  Despite  this, 
the  figures  given  below,  indicating  the  interest  and 
support  gained  for  the  Museum  among  those  citizens 
of  the  province  who  otherwise  might  never  havo  heard 
of  it,  show  that  this  research  has  boon  amply  justi¬ 
fied. 

During  the  year  visits  were  made  to  Middlesex, 
Elgin,  Essex,  Wentworth  and  Waterloo  counties. 

People  listed  on  our  files  were  visited,  new  leads 
were  followed  up,  and  four  lectures  given. 

There  appears  to  bo  weaving  in  the  western 
part  of  the  Province,  especially  west  of  Kingsville, 
east  of  Wheatley,  and  around  the  Scottish  settlement 
near  Glencoe.  Possibly  it  is  not  in  the  same  quan¬ 
tity  as  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula,  but  with  fewer 
contacts  to  aid  us  in  the  location  of  material,  and 
in  view  of  our  transportation  problem,  the  weaving 
has  taken  longer  to  locate.  However,  through  enthus¬ 
iastic  assistance  on  the  spot.,  which  was  instrumental 
in  locating  people  with  the  typo  of  information  we 
need,  and  in  supplying  transportation  on  occasions, 
we  have  added  considerably  to  our  knowledge  of  weav¬ 
ing  in  this  part  of  the  Province,  and  to  the  file 
of  names. 

Most  of  the  weaving  we  have  been  here  is  not 
earlier  than  the  1820’s,  By  comparison  with  the 
numbers  of  overshot  coverlets  seen  in  previous  years 
the  Jacquards  predominate;  pieced  quilts  of  hand 
woven  checks,  plaids  and  linsey  materials  are  numer¬ 
ous,  as  are  the  pieced  cotton  quilts.  Of  course 
with  the  extensive  cultivation  of  flax  in  the  more 
southerly  parts  of  Ontario,  especially  around 
Talbotvillc ,  there  are  some  fine  pieces  of  linen 
weaving,  and  there  is  a  variety  in  design  and  a 
high  standard  of  needlework.  At  the  Poaroh  Farm 
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in  Wallacetown  and  at  the  Wilson  home  in  Wheatley  we 
found  the  first  pieces  of  bleached  and  unbleached 
knitted  linen  lace.  A  reverse  twill  table  cloth,  as 
well  as  a  bleached  linen  shirt  which  was  later  given 
to  the  Museum  for  the  Ontario  Textile  collection, 
were  also  studied.  Apart  from  knitted  stockings, 
one  silk  dress,  several  aprons  and  samples  from  clo¬ 
thing  woven  from  hand  spun  wool,  no  costume  material 
has  come  to  light.  Three  very  fine  samplers  were 
seen  on  the  last  trip  to  Wallacetown  and  3t,  Thomas, 
but  they  have  yet  to  be  documented. 

Kitchener  was  visiter!  in  April  1952,  and 
there  appeared  to  be  enough  material  to  warrant  a 
second  trip.  In  contrast  to  the  western  part  of  the 
province,  the  weaving  seen  in  this  area  and  around 
Petersburg  compares  favourably  with  that  found  in 
the  Niagara  Peninsula.  Here,  too,  due  to  the  German 
settlement,  were  seen  the  more  complex  weaves  of  the 
Star  and  Diamond  and  the  Point  Twills.  The  feeling 
for  design  and  colour  was  evidenced  in  the  samplers 
of  embroidered  linen  brought  back  for  examination. 

The  growing  list  of  names  from  the  area  west 
from  Glencoe  to  Amherstburg  is  sufficient  for  several 
more  weeks T  work  before  we  can  give  a  comprehensive 
picture  of  the  weaving  from  this  part  of  Ontario. 

In  St.  Thomas  and  the  district  south  and  west  of 
Talbotville,  where  wo  have  new  leads,  preliminary 
field  work  to  obtain  names  of  people  who  may  have 
this  type  of  information  will  have  to  be  done.  This 
latter  area  was  settled  early,  has  many  fine  old  : 
homes,  and  should  produce  good  weaving. 

Of  tho  four  lectures  in  rural  areas  one  was 
given  to  a  group  of  secondary  school  students  on 
Pelee  Island,  This  talk  stimulated  the  school  to 
ask  the  Department  of  Education  for  a  loom,  and 
there  is  now  an  interested  group  of  we avers  among 
tho  high  school  girls  and  boys. 

At  the  joint  meetings  of  women’s  church 
organisations  on  Pelee  Island  talks  were  given  on 
the  history  of  weaving  in  Ontario.  While  there  was 
little  actual  weaving  to  be  seen  there,  many  of  the 
older  women  remembered  wearing  clothing  woven  of 
hand-spun,  vegetable-dyed.  wool.  Apparently  there 
used  to  be  a  weaver  on  the  south  oast  end  of  the 
Island,  who  in  his  later  years  wove  nothing  but 
carpets  for  the  Island  families,  and  for  the  main¬ 
land.  A  number  of  names  were  given  of  people  on  the 
mainland  who  would  have  information  of  actual  weav¬ 
ing;  several  of  these  when  followed  up  proved  most 
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profitable.  Is  a  result  of  this  visit  one  of  tho 
younger  married  woirmn  bought  a  floor  model  loom, 
and  with  the  help  of  an  Islander  who  had  learned 
to  weave  as  a  young  girl  in  Flruidcrs,  she  is  weav¬ 
ing  pieces  for  sale  to  the  tourist  trade. 

for  publicity  purposes  newspapers  have  been 
contacted  in  tho  following  places:  Leamington, 
Kingsville ,  Wheatley,  G-lencoe,  St.  Thomas.  Several 
have  already  published  letters  to  the  Editor  tell¬ 
ing  of  our  work,  and  we  hope  that  the  others  will 
follow  suit. 

9.  Television 

Preliminary  discussion  has  taken  place  with 
a  University  Committee  and  the  C.3.C.  on  this  sub¬ 
ject;  the  Museum  has  been  represented  by  Professor 
Mcllwraith  and  Mr.  Harper.  As  a  result  of  this 
discussion  a  trial  w^s  carried  out  on  the  basis  of 
the  Tt7hat  in  the  World"  progr°mme  sponsored  by  tho 
University  Museum  in  Philadelphia.  The  Museum 
representatives  were  Ur,  Harper,  Dr.  Graham,  and 
Mr.  Sutherland;  Dr.  G.  G.  Brown  acted  for  the 
Department  of  Ethnology.  Considering  the  entire 
lack  of  experience  I  think  it  may  be  said  that  the 
trial  was  a  success,  but  naturally  it  left  a  groat 
deal  to  be  desired. 


C 

Deports  from  Special  Departments 
Report  of  the  Chief  PrOparator 


The  Preparator's  staff  has  again  performed 
prodigious  feats  during  the  year.  The  volume  of 
work  of  all  types  would  bo  impossible  to  compute. 

1  trip  through  the  galleries  is  sufficient  to  show 
the  time  spent  on  tho  display  of  collections,  and 
the  routine  conservation  necessary  to  keep  these 
galleries  in  first-class  shape.  The  Special  Exhibi¬ 
tions  and  "Objects  of  tho  Month"  have  been  time- 
consuming,  and  the  staff  has  been  under  continual 
pressure  to  meet  these  commitments.  Public  enquir¬ 
ies,  examination  of  objects,  and  advice  to  other 
institutions  increase  yearly.  In  the  past  year 
there  has  been  a  continuous  demand,  mostly  from 
recent  arrivals  in  Canada,  to  examine,  identify  and 
advise  on  materials  that  they  have  brought  here  in 
tho  hope  of  raising  money  on  them.  Smaller  instit¬ 
utions  such  as  the  University  of  British  Columbia, 
and  Museums  at  London  and  Wiiidsor,  have  asked  for 
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materials  to  aid  teaching*  ’Ye  provided  casts  of  coins 
and  other  specified  objects,  all  of  which  wore  pre¬ 
pared  and  supplied  at  cost.  The  many  historical 
Museums  in  the  Province  have  been  assisted  with 
advice  on  display  and  preservation  of  specimens. 

This  year  has  seen  a  greater  interest  in  the 
Museum,  with  increased  activities  in  every  respect. 
This  increases  the  demands  on  the  Preparatory 
staff,  which  is  responsible  for  the  security,  pack¬ 
ing  and  shipping  of  Museum  collections.  A  complete 
security  list  of  all  collections  in  the  galleries 
has  been  completed,  and  in  case  of  emergency  the 
irreplaceable  objects  can  be  packed  and  shipped  on 
short  notice All  our  galleries,  the  Special  shows 
and  Objects  of  the  Month  have  been  praised  by  visi¬ 
tors.  *Ve  have  had  excellent  and  pleasing  remarks 
from  specialists  and  public  alike.  Both  the  staff 
and  myself  are  dissatisfied,  since  the  work  done 
during  the  year  could  have  been  improved  tremendously 
if  I  had  had  sufficient  assistance.  This  is  espec¬ 
ially  true  in  the  help  we  could  give  to  the  curatorial 
staff.  Our  commitments  are  too  great  to  give  themhthe 
time  needed  for  the  advancement  of  their  work. 

Staff 


In  reports  in  the  past  few  years  I  have  said 
that  the  present  staff  is  too  small,  and  also  that 
they  are  underpaid  for  the  duties  they  perform.  I 
have  pointed  out  before  that  since  the  Preparatory 
staff  is  responsible  for  the  whole  of  the  Museum  of 
Archaeology,  it  takes  at  least  five  years  to  train 
a  man  in  Museum  routine  and  methods.  It  present 
there  are  two  men  on  the  staff  who  are  about  to  re¬ 
tire,  and  it  is  vital  that  we  have  additions  to  the 
staff  immediately.  Two  of  the  junior  members  of 
the  staff  will  this  year  have  completed  the  nec¬ 
essary  five  years  of  apprenticeship.  The  time  spent 
in  the  training  and  supervision  of  these  men  during 
this  period  is  now  proving  its  worth,  but  I  am  quite 
sure  that  if  their  salaries  are  not  substantially 
increased  we  shall  lose  them  to  the  higher  industrial 
wage-scale,  where  their  skill  is  in  great  demand, 

I  still  feel  that  the  duties  of  the  Prepara¬ 
tory  staff  are  much  too  varied,  and  that  there  is 
need  to  break  down  the  types  of  work  into  two  cate¬ 
gories,  one  comprising  restoration,  conservation 
and  security,  and  the  other  purely  display  work. 

If  this  were  done  I  am  sure  progress  would  be  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  growth  of  the  Museum,  and  I  feel 
that  this  is  the  only  satisfactory  solution  to  our 
greatest  problem.  I  hope  the  recommendations  in 
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my  last  report  on  this  subject  will  be  adopted  as  soon 
as  possible,  so  that  the  gallery  renovations  can  be 
carried  out.  The  work  started  two  years  ago  has  this 
year  ceased  entirely,  due  to  shortage  of  staff. 

Report  of  the  Chief  Cataloguer 

1.  Current  Cataloguing.  The  number  of  indivi- 
dual  items  acquired  by  the  Museum  during 
the  year  1951-52  has  not  been  as  largo  as 
in  some  previous  years,  thus  proportion¬ 
ately  lessening  the  work  of  the  Department 
in  this  phase  of  its  activities.  However, 
objects  received  have  covered  a  wide  range 
of  types,  and  embraced  all  departments. 

To  date  wo  have  catalogued  over  7S6  items 
since  July  1st,  1951,  which  are  newly 
acquired  and  have  required  individual  cata¬ 
logue  cards.  This  figure  is  only  approx¬ 
imate,  since  many  objects  are  currently 
in  process  of  cataloguing,  and  cards  for 
them  have  not  been  available  for  counting. 

2.  Cataloguing  of  old  Material.  A  very  large 
part  of  this  Department’s  time  has  been 
taken  up: with  Museum  material  which  entered 
the  collections  prior  to  this  year,  and 
either  has  never  been  catalogued  at  all, 

or  has  come  from  the  Provincial  Museum 
collections  and  merely  been  listed  in 
acciuisitidn  books,  or  has  been  catalogued 
in  the  Yellow  Books  and  therefore  must  be 
recatalogued.  We  have  in  the  past  had  a 
policy  of  cataloguing  material  which  falls 
into  the  first  two  categories  on  every 
suitable  occasion.  This  year  we  have 
undertaken  work  on  material  of  the  third 
category  whenever  extensive  research  has 
been  undertaken  on  a  particular  item,  or 
when  an  item  is  being  published.  The  com¬ 
paratively  infrequent  receipt  of  new 
material  has  permitted  a  sizeable  amount 
of  recataloguing.  Back  cataloguing  has 
included : 

The  Sir  Udmund  Walker  Collection  of 
Japanese  block  prints.  This  has  been 
carried  out  by  Miss  McCart,  who  has  hand¬ 
led  1100  items.  There  are  300  prints 
still  to  be  catalogued. 

Bast-West  exhibition  material. 

Wearne  Collection  of  Textiles;  416  items 
had  not  been  catalogued. 
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Crofts  Collection;  this  work  is  continued 
from  previous  years.  We  have  been  working 
principally  in  the  Ming  Galleries. 

Normal  School  Collections;  this  also  is  a 
continuation  from  previous  years.  The 
two  largest  single  groups  handled  were 
the  Paraguay  feather  work  group  and  Mexi¬ 
can  figurines. 

Egyptian  prehistoric  flints. 

Other  material  has  also  been  handled.  We  have 
made  no  attempt  to  keep  statistical  figures,  but  the 
total  is  a  large  one 

3.  There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the 
amount  of  material  crossing  the  border, 
both  as  loans  and  purchases.  The  largest 
number  of  entries  in  Customs  have  been  for 
the  ten  shipments  from  the  United  States 
and  England  for  the  Modern  Ceramic  Exhi¬ 
bition.  A  number  of  additional  purchases 
of  pottery  had  previously  been  handled. 

The  continued  necessity  for  a  special 
application  of  the  University  to  Ottawa 

to  obtain  a  waiver  of  sales  tax,  has  been 
both  bothersome  and  a  needless  expenditure 
of  effort  that  might  better  be  given  to 
more  constructive  work.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Canadian  Museums  Association  will 
be  able  to  arrange  a  more  satisfactory 
method  of  dealing  with  this. 

4.  As  in  the  past,  the  Department  has  been 
responsible  for  the  receipt  and  the  return 
of  objects  sent  to  the  Museum  for  exam¬ 
ination.  Figures  are  not  available  for 
the  number  of  items  handled,  but  it  com¬ 
pares  favourably  with  other  years.  The 
large  number  of  coins  sent  in  for  examina¬ 
tion,  coupled  with  the  present  situation 
where  there  is  no  paid  Museum  worker  res¬ 
ponsible  for  coins,  means  that  we  cannot 
work  efficiently  in  this  field. 

5.  The  past  year  has  been  a  busy  one,  and  the 
amount  of  work  accomplished  has  been  dir¬ 
ectly  proportionate  to  the  staff  in  the 
Department.  The  size  of  the  staff  is 
reflected  particularly  in  the  progress 
made  on  recataloguing  of  older  material, 
and  future  recataloguing  must  depend  on 
available  staff.  If  two  full  time  assis- 
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•  .  tants  &ro  available  for  this  department  it 
would  be  desirable  to  have  both  able  to 
type.  In  the  past  there  have  been  times 
when  a  serious  reorganisation  of  work  was 
necessitated  through  lack  of  a  third  type¬ 
writer.  It  would  be  desirable  to  have  one 
assistant  able  to  take  shorthand. 

Report  of  the  Librarian 

The  library  is  used  more  extensively  each  year, 
and  depreciation  becomes  more  noticeable.  Normally 
JlOO.OO  is  spent  on  repairs  to  books,  but  this  year 
it  has  been  ,;170. 00.  Next  year  an  even  larger 
amount  of  money  will  have  to  be  spent  in  this  way. 
Naturally  it  is  our  best  books  which  get  most  usage. 

With  the  exception  of  the  nine  Baedekers 
given  us  by  Mrs.  Cody,  there  were  no  outstanding 
gifts  this  year.  Altogether  one  hundred  and  thirty 
books  have  boon  added  to  the  library.  Thirty-two  of 
these  were  gifts,  pnd  four  were  exchange  volumes. 

This  brings  the  number  of  books  to  nearly  three 
thousand.  s  there  is  only  space  for  four  thousand, 
and  the  grant  recommended  by  the  Massey  Report  may 
mean  a  much  larger  number  of  books  next  year,  the 
problem  of  space  will  soon  become  acute. 

Report  of  the  Librarian  of  the  Chinese  Library 

A  number  of  important  additions  have  been 
made  to  our  Chinese  books  during  the  year.  These 
have  been  obtained  chiefly  through  Hongkong 
agencies . 

The  work  of  indexing  and  cataloguing  has 
proceeded  steadily  but  slowly.  There  is  much  work 
still  to  be  done  -  enough  to  engage  a  full-time 
librarian  for  many  months.  We  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  more  assistance  will  be  available  for 
this  work. 

Report  on  the  Textile  Study  Room 

1.  The  Textile  Study  Room  carried  on 
successfully  through  the  year  with  a  total  atten¬ 
dance  of  629  from  May  1st  1951  to  April  30th  1952. 
Sixty  classes  were  held,  including  the  twenty- 
four  lectures  given  by  the  Textile  Department 
staff. 


2.  The  following  classes  used  the  Study 
Room  for  lectures,  reference  or  sketching: 


•  '■> 

. 

.  • 

• 

- 

..t  : 


«  ?  ;  '  '  ••  ./I  - 

r  -  • 


-  - 


.  :  r  ■  <.  -  .  .. 

‘  .  .  - 


'  :  -  ‘  • 

♦ 

>1  •  ’ 

'  .: 

.  • 

■ 

t  :  ar  ■  t  .  ■  k  - 

"•V 


,  •  '  , 


•  .  . 


i  \  ‘  :  :  • 

« .  ; 


>(  . ; 

-• 

.  ...  •  '  - 


«  . 


V:  • 

'  ,  ..I  j  3 "  .  ..  ; 

r 

:•  i ..  .  :  ■ 


t 


•  •  „ 


, 


•o 


18 


Art  &  Archaeology,  University  of  Toronto; 

Design,  and  Interior  Decoration,  from  the 
Ontario  College  of  Art: 

Design,  from  tho  Central  Technical  School; 

Fashion  Designing,  from  the  Toronto  School  of 
Design; 

Furniture  Designing,  from  tho  Ryerson  Institute 
of  Technology, 

Tho  Art  College  project's  this  year  covered 
the  15th  to  the  19th  centuries  inclusive.  Third 
year  Design  and  third  year  Interior  Decoration 
students  did  an  assignment  in  the  fall  term  on 
Renaissance  Costume,  Textiles  and  Furniture,  Tho 
Interior  Decoration  students  also  did  a  plate  on 
the  18th  century  woven  textiles.  Those  in  the 
fourth  year  end  fourth  year  Interior  Decoration 
worked  on  the  19th  century  textiles  and  costume. 

Ur,  Kennedy  of  tho  Central  Tochnical  School 
brought  his  class  in  Design  to  prepare  plates  on 
the  18th  century  woodblock  printed  designs 0 

1  course  on  costumo  history  was  given  to 
the  Toronto  School  of  Design  in  January  1952, 
totalling  seven  lectures;  another  was  begun  in 
May . 


Design  in  woven  and  printed  textiles,  with 
relation  to  furniture  and  interior  decoration,  was 
presented  in  two  lectures  to  the  students  of 
Furniture  Designing  from  the  Ryerson  Institute, 
who  wore  being  given  a  course  by  the  Museum  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Education  on  tho  History  of  Period 
Furniture , 

3,  Besides  the  regular  student  attendance 
there  were  many  visitors  enquiring  about  a  variety 
of  subjects.  Five  came  to  study  the  Ontario 
Textiles  for  ideas  on  handweaving  designs,  or  for 
possible  adaptation  to  silk-screen  patterns.  The 
Peruvian  collection  was  examined  by  a  New  York 
dealer,  Mr,  John  7/ise,  by  two  people  from  the 
Occupational  Therapy  Department  of  the  University, 
and  by  Dr.  Kelemen  of  Harvard t  A  visitor  from  the 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design  came  to  study  our 
18th  and  19th  century  printed  textiles.  Two  groups 
of  three  or  four  desired  instruction  in  spinning  on 
a  wheel;  one  of  these  was  from  the  Toronto  Carpet 
Company,  which  was  intending  to  experiment  with 
handspun  wool.  Other  visitors  included  an  employee 
of  this  Company  seeking  new  ideas  for  rug  designs, 
and  a  party  from  the  Oxford  Museum  at  Woodstock  to 
see  our  methods  of  general  display  and  storage. 
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4.  Several  new  books  were  added  to  the  Study 
Room  library,  and  the  slide  library  was  also  enlarged 
and  improved  by  the  addition  of  selected  slides  on 
the  early  periods  of  textile  history,  and  on  examples 
of  basic  weaves.  These  will  be  of  great  assistance 
in  giving  a  more  comprehensive  picture  on  the  subject 
to  groups  outside  the  Study  Room,  where  it  is  not 
possible  to  use  actual  examples.  Talks  to  such 
groups  have  become  more  frequent  in  the  past  two  years. 

5.  The  summer  months  were  spent  preparing  a 
directory  of  the  storage.  This  was  a  tedious  but 
necessary  job,  and  involved  labelling  each  drawer, 
listing  its  contents,  and  noting  the  location  of 
each  piece,  along  with  the  security  mark-up,  beside 
the  catalogue  description.  From  this  a  master  list 
was  begun.  There  are  still  many  days*  work  to  be 
done  before  this  time-consuming  job  will  be  complete, 
but  what  has  been  done  has  made  the  storage  material 
speedily  and  accurately  available. 

6.  From  the  number  and  variety  of  classes  and 
of  visitors  it  would  appear  that  the  Textile  Depart¬ 
ment  has  become  better  known  to  the  profession,  to 
education,  industry  and  to  the  public  in  general. 

Every  effort  that  time  would  permit  has  been  made  to 
improve  the  facilities  of  the  Study  Room, 

Report  on  the  Stamp  Collection 

Work  on  the  Stamp  Collection  is  almost  com¬ 
plete,  as  far  as  it  is  intended  to  go.  Since  the 
last  report  was  written  a  choice  has  had  to  be  made 
on  its  further  improvement,  between  extension  back 
into  the  Provinces  of  Canada  issues,  or  the  rounding 
out  of  the  collection  of  Canada  issues  with  '’shades", 
imperforates,  etc.  The  latter  was  decided  on,  as 
the  former,  however  desirable,  would  be  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  such  stamps  might  be  acquired  by  bequest 
at  some  future  date.  1  sum  has  been  arranged  for 
transfer  to  our  account  with  the  stamp  dealer,  to  be 
used  in  rounding  out  the  collection. 

D 

Recommendations 


The  year  1951-52  was  a  good  one  for  the 
Museum,  and  has  seen  progress  of  a  desirable  kind 
in  every  department.  The  list  of  important 
acquisitions  given  below  shows  that  the  collec¬ 
tions  have  improved  in  quality,  and  other  sections 
in  this  Report  show  that  their  value  and  useful¬ 
ness  to  ourselves  and  to  the  general  public  has 
been  increased. 


To  an  appreciable  extent,  however,  I  think  a 
picture  of  progress  is  more  apparent  than  real.  The 
Museum  is  facing  a  number  of  very  serious  difficul¬ 
ties,  end  it  is  my  duty  to  lay  them  again  before 
the  Board. 


The  rates  of  salary  which  the  Museum  is  able 
to  pay  to  the  members  of  its  staff  are  still  deplor¬ 
ably  low.  It  is  no  accident  that  two  junior  members 
of  the  staff,  both  of  them  graduates  of  this  Univer¬ 
sity,  have  just  resigned;  it  seems,  rather  ironically, 
that  the  University  is  training  its  graduates  to 
look  for  better  employment  than  it  can  itself  offer. 
This  is  a  trend  which,  unless  corrected,  is  likely 
to  continue,  and  it  is  undesirable  that  the  Museum 
should  find  it  necessary  to  rely  on  very  young  and 
untrained  staff. 


In  addition  to  being  badly  paid,  the  staff  is 
too  small  in  numbers.  This  point  is  clearly  borne 
out  in  the  Chief  Preparatory  Report;  it  is  otherwise 
most  critical. in  the  Far  Eastern  Department.  With 
a  Chinese  collection  known  all  over  the  world  and 
constantly  visited  by  scholars  and  other  people  from 
abroad,  the  Museum  is  unable  to  staff  that  Depart¬ 
ment  with  more  than  a  part-time  Curator,  a  full¬ 
time  Assistant,  and  a  part-time  Becretary.  The 
C’  rator  has  so  much  to  do  in  teaching  that  she  is 
unable  to  give  the  Museum  collection  anything  even 
remotely  like  the  attention  it  requires. 


If  the  Museum  is  to  continue  its  usefulness, 
it  is  essential  that  it  should  be  able  to  add  to 
its  collections.  The  Purchase  Fund  through  the 
last  four  years  has  been  at  the  absurd  figure  of 
tf5,000o00  a  year,  and  even  this  sum  has  been  cut 
entirely  out  of  next  year's  budget.  Without  the 
ability  to  add  to  its  collections,  the  Museum 
cannot  hope  either  to  maintain  the  position  it 
had  during  the  1930 fs  or  -  important  both  for  the 
Museum  itself  and  for  the  University  -  to  reflect 
the  latest  knowledge  of  the  subjects  it  covers. 


To  attain  this  latter  end  it  is  also  essen¬ 
tial  that  an  adequate  library  should  be  maintained. 
The  present  grant  is  much  too  small  for  any  serious 
attempt  to  keep  abreast  of  the  growth  of  knowledge 
to  be  maintained.- 
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Reference  has  been  made  above  to  the  Mu  'cum’s 
space  difficulties.  The  limit  has  been  reached  In 
the  policy  of  closing  parts  of  galleries.  The  alter¬ 
natives  we  now  face  are  closing  sections  of  the 
building  -  which  is  extremely  undesirable  from  every 
point  of  view  -  or  taking  the  bull  by  the  horns  and 
making  a  drastic  reduction  in  parts  of  the  collec¬ 
tions.  The  Museum  still  maintains  its  boast  that 
it  has  never  disposed  of  a  gift  (though  it  now 
insists  on  having  the  giver’s  authority  to  do  so). 

It  is  a  question  in  my  mind  how  much  longer  we  can 
maintain  the  policy. 


A  further  problem  about  space  concerns  the 
state  of  the  building.  The  east  walls  of  the  old 
wing  have  had  no  maintenance  since  at  least  1933, 
and  are  in  very  bad  condition.  They  rain  water 
inside,  especially  on  the  main  floor,  when  there  is 
rain  with  an  east  wind.  Further,  the  large  windows 
on  this  wall  are  threatening  to  give  way,  and  it 
seems  probable  that  they  will  do  so.  Such  damage  as 
there  has  been  up  to  now  has  been  to  the  collections. 
This  is  bad  enough;  what  I  think  is  worse  is  the 
danger  of  windows  collapsing  on  members  of  the  public 
or  staff  inside.  If  appearances  borne  out  by  the 
Superintendent’s  reports  are  true,  the  time  is  com¬ 
ing  when  we  shall  have  to  decline  responsibility 
for  the  safety  of  those  in  these  galleries. 


I  would  like  to  draw  the  Board’s  special 
attention  to  the  gift  of  $15,000.00  from  the  J,  P, 
Bickell  Foundation.  This  should  make  possible 
something  we  have  long  been  wishing  and  aiming  at. 
It  formed  the  high  light  in  the  Museum’s  year. 

E 

Principal  Acquisitions 
1.  Far  Eastern  Department 

Stone  head  of  a  Bodhisattva  from  Lung-men.  Gift 
of  the  Staff  and  Friends  of  the  Museum  as  a 
memorial  to  Anne  Scott  Thomson. 

26  Chinese  paintings.  Gift  of  Bishop  W.  C.  White, 
as  a  memorial  to  Canon  H.  J.  Cody, 

Chinese  Buddhist  painting.  Gift  of  Irene  Louise 
Sharpe . 
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Stucco  standing  figure,  Graeco-Buddhist,  from  the 
French  (Hackin)  Mission  in  Afghanistan#  Gift  of 
C.  T.  Loo,  Nov/  York. 

Large  Japanese  musical  instrument  of  classical  type, 
called  a  Kote .  Gift  of  Mss  G.  Tucker. 

Imperial  yellow  flannel  robe  with  the  twelve  Emperor1 s 
symbols.  Gift  of  Mrs,  Gibbs  Blacks tock. 

Coin  of  Wang  Mang,  A.D,  9-23.  Gift  of  E,  R.  Rolph. 

Chinese  hanging,  and  a  length  of  Chinese  silk  damask. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Arnold  Matthews. 

Early  Ch'ien  Lung  Dragon  Robe.  Purchased, 

6  carved  green  (Jei-ts'ui)  jade  beads  from  a  Mandarin 
chain  of  late  Ch’ien  Lung  period.  Purchased, 

Painted  pottery  horse  head  of  Han  period.  Purchased. 

2.  Ethnology 

Large  collection  of  coiled  baskets  and  mats  from 
Angola,  West  Africa.  Gift  of  Miss  M.  F,  Currie. 

Complete  Huron  pot.  Purchased  through  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  the  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests. 

3.  Near  Eastern  Department 

Shawabti ,  26th  Dynasty.  Gift  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Kessler. 

Fragment  of  Achaemenid  relief;  head  of  an  official. 
Purchased. 

Page  from  an  illuminated  manuscript,  Persian,  16th 
century.  Purchased. 

4.  Greek  and  Roman  Department 

57  Roman  coins  and  other  material.  Gift  of  the 
University  of  Toronto,  from  the  Scadding  Estate. 

20  pieces  of  Roman  glass.  Bequest  of  Ida  B, 

McKinnon • 

Mummy  portrait  of  the  Roman  period.  Bequest  of 
Frederick  Lessore. 

Pair  of  gold  Mycenaean  bracelets.  Purchased. 
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5,  Modern  European  Department 

Ivory  leaf  of  a  diptych,  French,  14th  century. 

Gift  of  the  Members. 

Silver  serving  spoon  by  Janes  Wilkes,  London,  1726. 

2  silver  serving  spoons  by  Alex  Spence,  Edinburgh, 
1793. 

Silver  serving  spoon  by  Wm.  Hley  &  W a.  Fearn, 
London,  1799. 

Silver  snuff  spoon,  English,  mid  18th  century  or 
later. 

Silver  wine  taster,  probably  by  D*vid  Bessman, 
Augsburg,  late  17th  century. 

Silver  wine  taster  with  renoussi  design.  French, 
18th  -  19th  century. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  F.  N.  G.  Starr,  Toronto. 


Leeds  cream  pottery  dish  and  cover,  last  quarter 
of  the  18th  century. 

Chinese  export  plate,  late  18th  century. 

Stoneware  plate,  Staffordshire,  by  Samuel  Alcock 
&  Co.  1830-59. 

Eard  paste  porcelain  bowl,  Eakiemon  design. 
Japanese,  Arita,  18th  century. 

Pottery  mug,  English,  probably  Liverpool,  second 
half  of  the  18th  century. 

Hard  paste  porcelain  cup  and  saucer.  French, 

M.  Dart&,  Paris,  early  19th  century. 

Pottery  plate  with  enamel  painting.  English, 
19th  century. 

From  the  H.  V.  Blackstock  Estate, 

through  Mrs.  H.  J.  Cody,  Executrix. 


Birch  table,  Louis  XIII  style,  Fronch-Canadian, 
18th  century. 

Altar  candlestick  of  carved  pine,  Louis  XV  design. 

French-Canadian ,  18th  century  or  later. 

Section  of  pine  panelling  in  Louis  XIII  style, 
French-Canadian,  18th  century. 

2  sections  of  pine  altar  rail,  Fronch-Canadian, 
perhaps  about  1670. 

Gift  of  the  R.  Laidlaw  Lumber  Company. 
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Pottery  can'll 
Gift  of  Mis 


GS  ok , 

3  Helen 


Leeds  Creamwarc  .1770-17813, 
Ncrt da,  Ayer*s  Cliff,  P.Q* 


1  vase,  7  bowls,  Saxbc  stoneware,  contemporary  Danish 
7  stoneware  bowls  by  Edwin  and  Mary  3cheier,  Durham, 
New  Hampshire*  Contemporary  American. 

Stoneware  bowl  by  Gertrud  and  Otto  Natzler,  Calif¬ 
ornia*  COiitenporary  American, 

Hard  paste  porcelain  coladon  cup,  Japanese,  early 
20th  century# 


Gift  of  1,  3t.G.  Spondlove,  Esq, 


Stoneware  bowl  with  metallic  glaze  and  sgraffito 
technique,  by  Irwin  Touster,  contemporary  American, 
Gift  of  the  maker. 

Stiegel  type  engraved  glass  canister.  American, 
late  18th  century. 

Pressed  glass  paperweight,  American,  Sandwich, 

19th  century. 


Gift  of  C.  S.  Band,  Eso, 


Glass  goblet  with  silver  coin  of  William  III,  dated 
1695.  English,  early  18th  century.  Gift  of 
George  3.  McKoarin,  Esa . 

Tazza,  silver-gilt,  engraved  in  the  19th  century 
with  arms  of  tho  Marquess  of  Winchester,  London, 
1664. 

Tazza,  silver-gilt,  engraved  with  arms  of  the 

Marquess  of  Winchester.  London,  1811.  Made  as  a 
companion  piece  to  the  earlier  tazza  listed  above. 

Harlequin  desk,  inlaid  mahogany;  possibly  designed 
by  Thomas  Sheraton.  English,  about  1790. 

Gift  of  Mrs#  E.  E.  Dailey 


2  bone  porcelain  cups  and  saucers,  Rockingham  type, 
about  1835-40.  Gift  of  Mrs.  Howard  Eerguson. 

Creamwaro  pottery  plate,  English,  18th  century# 

Gift  of  Mr.  Cogar,  Williamsburg,  Virginia. 

Pottery  bowl  and  vase  with  tea  dust  glaze,  by 

Jacques  Busbee.  Steeds,  North  Carolina.  Modern 
/meric an.  Gift  of  Mrs,  Edgar  Stone# 

Buff  stoneware  vase  by  E.  C.  Ball,  Contemporary 
American,  Gift  of  Miss  Alice  Boney,  New  York. 
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Early  Canadian  clock,  mahogany  veneered,  with  American 

works.  1833.  Gift  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Conachie. 

Complete  ivory  diptych  and  three  leaves,  French, 

14th  century.  Purchased, 

Hard  paste  porcelain  figure  of  Madonna  and  Child  made 
in  China  under  Christian  influence;  probably  late 
17th  century.  Purchased. 

Wedgwood  creanware  pottery  plate  with  view  of  Ludlow 
Castle  in  onamels.  Trial  piece  for  dinner  service 
ordered  by  Catherine  II  from  Wedgwood  in  1774. 
Purchased. 

5  hard  paste  porcelain  animal  figurines.  Contempor¬ 
ary  Finnish,  "Arabia" •  Purchased. 

Stoneware  bowl  by  Nancy  Dawes,  Senncville,  r.Q, 
Contemporary  Canadian,  from  Syracuse  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts.  Purchased. 

Hard  paste  porcelain  cup  and  saucer  with  German 
flowers  painted  in  enamels.  Meissen,  about  1740- 
45.  ^rchased. 

Small  porcelain  dish  with  celadon  glaze  and  porcelain 
trinket  box  with  grey-blue  celadon  glaze  by  W.  B. 
Dalton,  Stamford,  Conn.  Contemporary  American, 
Purchased. 

Soft  paste  porcelain  cup  and  saucer  and  coffee  cup 
with  relief  decoration.  English,  Bow,  about 
1750-55.  Purchased. 

Early  Meissen  cup  and  saucer  of  the  earliest  German 
flower  series.  Purchased. 

Stoneware  bowl  with  green-brown  glaze,  by  Irwin 
Touster.  Contemporary  American.  Purchased. 

6.  Textile  Department 

Japanese  No  robe,  13th  century.  Gift  of  Mrs. 

Edgar  Stone. 

Quatrefoil  cape,  Chinese,  17th  century.  Gift  of 
Mrs.  Edgar  Stone. 

Examples  of  woven  textiles  of  the  Art  Nouveau 
period,  1900-1910,  Gift  of  Miss  Sylvia  Hahn, 

Collection  of  women’s  costumes  of  the  30th  century, 
most  of  them  made  in  Canada.  Gift  of  Mrs, 

Charles  S.  Band. 
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Plat  designed  by  John  Fredericks,  1947.  Gift  of 
Mrs.  Edgar  Stone. 

Man’s  shirt  of  handwoven  linen.  Ontario,  mid  19th 
century.  Gift  of  Miss  Frances  Pearce,  Wallace town. 

Coverlet,  Star  and  Diamond  weave  done  on  a  17-harness 
loom.  Brant  County,  Ontario,  19th  century,  Gift 
of  the  Spinners  and  Weavers  Cooperative. 

Coverlet,  Summer  and  Winter  weave  done  on  a  6-harness 
loom.  Brant  County,  Ontario,  19th  century.  Gift 
of  the  Spinners  and  Weavers  Cooperative, 

25  yards  of  printed  cotton.  Gift  of  3aalamandr& 

Silks  Inc.  (Last  year  Mr.  Franco  3calanandr6 
borrowed  for  his  Museum  a  piece  of  French  wood¬ 
block  printed  cotton.  He  had  it  copied,  and  the 
design  printed  at  his  factory  with  the  Museum’s 
name  on  the  selvage.  Tr,e  25  yards  were  used  for 
curtains  in  the  French-Canadian  room) . 

Pair  of  chair  covers,  Chinese,  17th  century. 

Acquired  by  exchange  with  the  Montreal  Museum 
of  Fine  Art. 

Doublecloth  coverlet  done  on  a  20-harness  loom, 

Markham,  Ontario,  Purchased. 

Imperial  robe,  Chinese,  early  18th  century.  Purchased, 

7 .  Japanese  and  Fast  Indian  Department 

Japanese  bronze  mirror  with  image  of  Buddha  in  re¬ 
flection.  Probably  19th  century.  Gift  of  Mrs, 

J.  H.  Woods,  through  Mrs,  D.  J.  MacDonald, 

Japanese  cloisonne  enamel  box,  early  20th  century. 

From  the  J.  .  L.  Forester  Estate,  through  Miss 
Florence  Graham. 

4  pieces  of  stone  sculpture  from  Gandhara:  kneeling 
man,  a  stone  panel  with  Yaksha  in  high  relief, 
panel  with  four  figures  in  classical  dross,  and  a 
seated  woman,  probably  Hariti,  in  classical  dress. 
About  2nd  century  A.D.  Gift  of  Mrs.  R,  W.  Ralfc. 

3tone  head  of  grey  schist  from  Gandhara,  about  2nd 
century  A.D,  Gift  of  Colonel  Gayer- Anders on, 
through  the  Victoria  &  Albert  Museum. 
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8*  The  Sigmund  Samuel  Canadiana  Collection 

Portrait  of  Montcalm.  Gift  of  the  Provincial 
Archives  of  Ontario. 

Oil  painting  by  rthur  Cox  of  the  Toronto  water  front 
in  the  third  quarter  of  the  19th  century.  Gift  of 
Mrs.  F.  A .  Cowan. 

Oil  study  of  Osgoode  Hall,  third  quarter  of  the  19th 
century,  by  G.  Berthon,  Gift  of  the  artist’s 
grandson,  Mr.  G.  Berthon. 

Oil  painting  "Jacques  Cartier  decouvre  la  Fleuve  St. 
Laurent,  1535"  by  Terral.  Mid  19th  century. 
Purchased. 

Oil  painting,  "Niagara  Falls  from  Table  Rock"  by 
Hippolyte  S&bron,  mid  19th  century.  Purchased. 

Portrait  of  Admiral  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent. 

Purchased. 

Krieghoff  water-colour  sketchbook  containing  36 
views  of  Montreal  in  1850.  Purchased. 

4  water-colours  of  Quebec  by  James  Pattison  Cockburn, 
1829-30.  Purchased. 

6  water-colours  of  scenes  near  Quebec,  signed  T.  E.  W. 
and  dated  1855.  Purchased. 

3  pictures  of  Quebec  by  Arthur  James  Jones,  Purchased, 

W  ter-colour  of  Cape  Diamond,  P.Q,  by  Col.  C.  R. 

Hope,  in  1823.  Purchased. 

A  picture  by  Sir  James  Anthony  Hope  of  the  Hope 
family  camping  near  Quebec  in  1840.  Purchased. 

2  water-colours  of  Heart’s  Content  Bay,  Newfoundland, 
by  Robert  Dudley,  1866.  Purchased. 

Water-colour  by  Armstrong  in  1871  showing  the  first 
train  arriving  in  Uxbridge.  Purchased, 

5  lithographs  of  Niagara  Falls  by  Major  Henry  Davis. 
Purchased. 

Book  published  by  W.  3.  Hunter,  Stanstead,  P.Q, ,  in 
1860,  "Eastern  Township  Scenery".  Purchased, 
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